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COVID-19 Membership Update: October 1

Celebrate Oklahoma Restaurant Days Today, Tomorrow & Saturday! 
Today we have shared with you the proclamation Governor Stitt recently issued declaring
October 1-3, OKLAHOMA RESTAURANT DAYS. Please help us share this information
around the state by letting your customers know, sharing on your website and sharing it on
your social media platforms. As we all know, restaurants need support now more than
ever. So please help us get the word out to Eat, Drink LOKal with Oklahoma Restaurants
on October 1-3. 

Click here to view Governor J. Kevin Stitt's proclamation.

Attached is a media kit for you to view. We ask that you share these graphics, statistics
and any of the other attached content on your business pages as well as your own
personal profiles before and during October 1-3 to celebrate "Oklahoma Restaurant Days".
We must make it very clear that restaurants are still a safe place dine out and that we are
in this together and here to support our community. Please reach out to us if you have any
questions.

Outdoor Dining During Cold Weather
Expanded outdoor dining is an essential lifeline for many restaurants during the ongoing
pandemic. Outdoor dining represents about 44% of revenue for full service establishments
currently.

But the onset of cold weather will require operators to make substantial investments in
equipment or risk shutting down outdoor dining. We are calling on local lawmakers to help
restaurant operators in prolonging the outdoor dining season this fall and winter. Tell us
YOUR story of how vital outdoor dining is to your restaurant. Are you worried about the
impact cold weather will have on your restaurant’s ability to survive? Record here.

Extended COVID-19 Furloughs, Layoffs and Other Concerns
Join us next week on October 6th at 2pm for a webinar regarding insights on the Worker
Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act and various state offshoots.Angelo
Amador of the Restaurant Law Center will host with guests from RLC Law Firm Partners
Jackson Lewis and Sheppard Mullin. Register here!

Mental Health in Our Industry
Mental Health Day starts October 10th. With nearly 1 in 5 people living with a mental
health issue, this is a problem that cannot be ignored. We want to help erase the stigma
that comes with mental health problems.
ORA has gathered national and state resources for those suffering from mental illness,
addiction or grief and those wishing to offer support and learn more. Education is the key
to fight it. The more you know, the more you can be of service to yourself and to others
who are going through it. Click here to learn more. 

ServSafe: Food Safety Month
This year’s National Food Safety Month (NFSM) theme: Managing Risk: 30 Years of Food
Safety. Over the next 5 weeks, join the National Food Safety Month celebration by
engaging in weekly resources you can find here. Each week will cover a new theme:
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Week 5 (9/28) COVID-19 Precautions

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83168999&mm=43440376659
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83170221&mm=43440376659
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83171443&mm=43440376659
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83172665&mm=43440376659
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83173887&mm=43440376659
http://www.viethconsulting.com/


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 2, 2020
1 message

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83318083&mm=43481834231


COVID-19 Membership Update: October 2

Celebrate Oklahoma Restaurant Days Today & Saturday!
Today we have shared with you the proclamation Governor Stitt recently issued declaring
October 1-3, OKLAHOMA RESTAURANT DAYS. Please help us share this information
around the state by letting your customers know, sharing on your website and sharing it on
your social media platforms. As we all know, restaurants need support now more than
ever. So please help us get the word out to Eat, Drink LOKal with Oklahoma Restaurants
on October 1-3. 

Click here to view Governor J. Kevin Stitt's proclamation.

Attached is a media kit for you to view. We ask that you share these graphics, statistics
and any of the other attached content on your business pages as well as your own
personal profiles before and during October 1-3 to celebrate "Oklahoma Restaurant Days".
We must make it very clear that restaurants are still a safe place dine out and that we are
in this together and here to support our community. Please reach out to us if you have any
questions.

Hope Fading for an Economic Stimulus Deal
Today we received the following information about the latest "negotiations" in Congress
toward an economic stimulus package that would help our industry.
Current State of Play

Yesterday evening, Speaker Pelosi brought to the floor her “skinny” form of the HEROES
Act. The original measure was $3.4T… the reduced-scale bill was $2.2T. The measure
contained both the Blumenauer version of the RESTAURANTS Act, as well as a second
round of PPP, enhanced ERTC, and confirmation that business expenses paid with PPP
loans would be tax deductible. The measure passed 214-207, but is opposed by the White
House and has no hopes of movement in the Senate.

The White House prepared a counteroffer of $1.6T. Many Senate Republicans feel the
offer is too high, and state they have a ceiling of $1 trillion. Democrats appear to have a
floor of $2 trillion.

Both Sides Want a Deal
Clearly, the optics of returning home empty-handed is not good for Rs or Ds. UI benefits
have expired amidst an increase in unemployment filings, and airlines have begun to lay
off tens of thousands of workers now that their federal funding program has expired. There
is tremendous anxiety among vulnerable Republicans and Democrats that they have
nothing to show their constituents. The White House views a strong economy as central to
the President's re-election and definitely wants to see new stimulus dollars in the system.

But Policy Disputes Continue to Divide Washington
Even putting aside the topline spending level of the stimulus bill, there are a host of policy
issues that remain redlines for Rs and Ds. Dems are looking for child tax credits and
money for state/local governments… GOP is looking for COVID-19 liability protections for
business. Both parties have drawn pretty deep lines in the sand. Anxiety is not anywhere
close to a point where either party is going to concede their “bottom line” negotiating
position.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83319305&mm=43481834231
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83320527&mm=43481834231


Piecemeal Plans Still Unacceptable to Dems
The NRA position has been that a big-ticket agreement seemed unlikely to be reached,
thus we have urged a narrow bill focusing on a second-round of PPP adopted before
Congress leaves for the elections. Speaker Pelosi has held firm that there are an array of
national priorities, and they all need to be addressed comprehensively. House Republicans
tried unsuccessfully to use procedural tools to force a vote on a standalone bill authorizing
a second round of PPP.

No One Will Say It’s Over, But It Sure Looks Over
We suspect that no one will publicly say that a deal is dead through the elections. But the
House is now slated to send their members back home until the elections, with no
expectation they’ll be called back. The Senate is likely to stay in session for much of
October for activities related to judicial nominations and the Supreme Court vacancy. As of
this morning, the COVID-19 diagnosis of President Trump seems unlikely to affect this
process. Never say never, but Democrats will likely want to wait for expected gains in
Congress and move a bill next year.

Uncertain Fate for RESTAURANTS Act
There is clear momentum with House Democrats on the Blumenauer RESTAURANTS Act,
with less passion from the White House and congressional Republicans. We have spent a
significant amount of time educating people on the many restaurant business models that
are suffering but excluded under the House language. We will continue to improve any
legislative proposal affecting the industry to expand its scope.

There is also renewed interest in larger programs like the RESTART Act (a ~$400B
proposal of partially-forgivable loans) that could benefit our industry. We have embraced
the RESTART Act (as well as the Senate RESTAURANTS Act), and will continue to
pursue these, as well as expansion of the ERTC.

Tulsa Extends Mask Mandate
Yesterday Tulsa extended their mask mandate through January 31, 2021. You can view
the mandate by clicking here. 

Extended COVID-19 Furloughs, Layoffs and Other Concerns
Join us next week on October 6th at 2pm for a webinar regarding insights on the Worker
Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act and various state offshoots.Angelo
Amador of the Restaurant Law Center will host with guests from RLC Law Firm Partners
Jackson Lewis and Sheppard Mullin. Register here!

ServSafe: Food Safety Month
This year’s National Food Safety Month (NFSM) theme: Managing Risk: 30 Years of Food
Safety. Over the next 5 weeks, join the National Food Safety Month celebration by
engaging in weekly resources you can find here. Each week will cover a new theme:

Week 5 (9/28) COVID-19 Precautions

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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COVID-19 Membership Update: October 6

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83717677&mm=43596294083


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"
celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.

90-Second Restaurant Federal Relief Update
We saw lots of activity in Congress last week, including passage of a Democratic backed
COVID-19 funding bill (HEROES Act 2.0) in the U.S. House of Representatives. In this
video update, learn about what is included in the $2.2 trillion stimulus package and how it
compares to proposals offered by Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin and Senate
Republicans. If Congress is unable to come to an agreement before November, we need
them to enact essential funding for restaurants, including a second round of the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP), until a comprehensive funding package is passed.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
Now that great fall weather has returned, you may want to reconsider the option of
expanding outdoor dining opportunities to increase your ability to serve customers who
may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space
City of Edmond Streatery Program

The ABLE Commission has confirmed their commitment to work with restaurants who
have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining
and will help them with a temporary expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the
service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Tulsa Extends Mask Mandate
Tulsa has extended their mask mandate through January 31, 2021. You can view the
mandate by clicking here. 

Monthly Restaurant Economic Insights
Our partners at the National Restaurant Association have created a new monthly
economic insights publication. We encourage you to read the insights and use the links to
find a more in-depth analysis of the challenges facing our industry.

The Insight in short reports that after an initial reopening bounce from the coronavirus-
induced lockdowns, the shape of the restaurant industry’s recovery started coming into
focus. Although total sales and employment levels continued to rise in August, the gains
were well below those of recent months. Still, the trendlines remain positive, and slow
growth is certainly better than no growth.

For their part, restaurant operators do not expect a rapid return to normal — either for their
own business and the overall economy. The industry’s challenges are also not lost on
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consumers, with the vast majority expressing concern that their favorite restaurants may
not be there when the coronavirus clouds part.

At a glance:

Restaurant Performance Index or RPI is up +0.5%
Restaurant Jobs are up +133,600
Restaurant Sales are up +4.7%
There have been 3 consecutive monthly declines in average whole sale food prices
56% of U.S. adults say they know of a restaurant in their community that permanently
closed during the pandemic.
14 states lost restaurant jobs in August

The National Restaurant Association's Hudson Riehle provides a video update on the
latest Restaurant Performance Index and other economic indicators. Click here for all the
latest restaurant industry news and insights.

Hope Fading for an Economic Stimulus Deal
News reports from this afternoon show that President Trump instructed his administration's
negotiators to end talks with Congress on any new economic stimulus package until after
the elections next month. There will be more to this story and we will share information
with you as it becomes available. In the meantime, we are still urging Congress to not
leave town for the elections until at least passing assistance on those areas of agreement
like another round of PPP loans for small businesses.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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COVID-19 Membership Update: October 7

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=83887535&mm=43630800919


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"
celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
Now that great fall weather has returned, you may want to reconsider the option of
expanding outdoor dining opportunities to increase your ability to serve customers who
may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space
City of Edmond Streatery Program

The ABLE Commission has confirmed their commitment to work with restaurants who
have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining
and will help them with a temporary expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the
service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Tulsa Extends Mask Mandate
Tulsa has extended their mask mandate through January 31, 2021. You can view the
mandate by clicking here. 

Rental Assistance for Employees
Community CARES Partners (CCP)(along with Restore Hope in Tulsa and Legal Aid)
administers the State allocated CARES dollars for rent assistance, which has recently
been expanded. A flyer is attached to “advertise” the assistance available, one in English,
one in Spanish. For more information click here.

Monthly Restaurant Economic Insights
Our partners at the National Restaurant Association have created a new monthly
economic insights publication. We encourage you to read the insights and use the links to
find a more in-depth analysis of the challenges facing our industry.

The Insight in short reports that after an initial reopening bounce from the coronavirus-
induced lockdowns, the shape of the restaurant industry’s recovery started coming into
focus. Although total sales and employment levels continued to rise in August, the gains
were well below those of recent months. Still, the trendlines remain positive, and slow
growth is certainly better than no growth.

For their part, restaurant operators do not expect a rapid return to normal — either for their
own business and the overall economy. The industry’s challenges are also not lost on
consumers, with the vast majority expressing concern that their favorite restaurants may
not be there when the coronavirus clouds part.
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At a glance:

Restaurant Performance Index or RPI is up +0.5%
Restaurant Jobs are up +133,600
Restaurant Sales are up +4.7%
There have been 3 consecutive monthly declines in average whole sale food prices
56% of U.S. adults say they know of a restaurant in their community that permanently
closed during the pandemic.
14 states lost restaurant jobs in August

The National Restaurant Association's Hudson Riehle provides a video update on the
latest Restaurant Performance Index and other economic indicators. Click here for all the
latest restaurant industry news and insights.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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COVID-19 Membership Update: October 9

Register for the ORA Expo • December 2-3, 2020
With the reopening of Oklahoma, restaurants are back in business and operators are
searching for the latest and greatest to help build their success. The ORA Expo at OK
State Fair Park in Oklahoma City is considered the best opportunity of the year for you to
connect with other professionals, as well as food manufacturers and various suppliers who

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84125825&mm=43667898395


are eager to show off their best in hospitality products and services.

It is also known as Oklahoma's largest industry trade show and the most important of the
year for foodservice and hospitality industry professionals, as it will offer exciting
educational sessions, demonstrations, and networking! Easy access, convenient parking,
and tons of ORA hospitality make this an event you don't want to miss! The ORA Expo is
presented in partnership with the Oklahoma Hotel & Lodging Association and the
Oklahoma Travel Industry Association.

For the health and safety of attendees and exhibitors, the ORA Expo Promise has been
carefully designed and will be enforced to provide numerous health and safety measures
for both attendees and exhibitors. Click here to view the Expo Promise.

Click these links or more information:
•Attend as a Buyer
•Attend as an Exhibitor
•Become an Expo Partner

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"
celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.

CDC Issues Update on How COVID-19 Spreads
Earlier this week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued updated
guidance to its How COVID-19 Spreads website, which includes information about the
potential for airborne spread of the virus. See here.

CDC Updated Guidance
The CDC continues to assert that people are more likely to become infected the longer
and closer they are to a person with COVID-19. The update acknowledges the existence
of some published reports showing limited, uncommon circumstances where people with
COVID-19 infected others who were more than 6 feet away or shortly after the positive
person left an area. In these instances, transmission occurred in poorly
ventilated/enclosed spaces that often involved activities that caused heavier breathing like
singing or exercise. After a technical review of the guidance, CDC’s recommendations
remain the same based on existing science. People can protect themselves from the virus
by staying at least 6 feet away from others, wearing a mask that covers their nose and
mouth, washing their hands frequently, cleaning touched surfaces often, and staying home
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when sick.

Restaurant Impact
The National Restaurant Association has been resolute in its approach, specifically that
COVID-19 spreads primarily person to person. The last paragraph in yesterday’s release
(which the media has ignored) is clear on this issue and the information the association
has received from CDC affirms that we continue to deliver solid guidance to our members.

Should you have any questions, please contact the National Restaurant Association: Larry
Lynch (llynch@restaurant.org) or Laura Abshire (labshire@restaurant.org). 

New Information On PPP Loan Forgiveness Under $50,000
Restaurants who received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans under $50,000 can
now access a new forgiveness application designed to simplify the forgiveness and loan
review process, as announced by the Small Business Administration (SBA) yesterday.
This “streamlined” PPP forgiveness form does not require businesses to show the
calculations used to determine their loan forgiveness amount. However, SBA may request
information and documents to review those calculations as part of its loan review process.

Important to note – this is not “automatic PPP loan forgiveness,” as borrowers are still
required to submit documentation to lenders on payroll costs, rent/lease payments, and
utilities. Additionally, there is a restriction for any otherwise eligible applicants if they have
affiliated businesses receiving PPP loans totaling $2 million or greater – we are following
up with SBA to ensure the “Affiliation Rules” are waived for restaurants and hotels as
outlined in earlier PPP guidance (p. 2).

Three attachments include:
1. The new PPP loan forgiveness form.
2. Instructions for the new form.
3. The SBA rules on the new forgiveness procedures for PPP loans under $50,000.

For background, the SBA reports that there are approximately 3.57 million outstanding
PPP loans of $50,000 or less, totaling approximately $62 billion of the $525 billion in PPP
loans. The NRA will provide updates as we collect more information, thank you for your
partnership!

Additional Information on PPP Loan Forgiveness
Restaurants who received funding from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) may
soon learn if their loans have been forgiven. The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) began processing applications for forgiveness on Friday, with some lenders already
being forwarded funds to cover loans to restaurants and other small businesses under the
$670 billion program, according to a spokesman.

Many restaurants who received funds have been awaiting word on whether their loans will
essentially be treated as outright grants, with no need to repay the aid. Otherwise,
borrowers will be charged 1% interest and expected to repay the principle, which could run
as high as $10 million. Loans granted before June 5 carry a two-year term. Loans
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mailto:llynch@restaurant.org
mailto:labshire@restaurant.org
mailto:labshire@restaurant.org
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84135601&mm=43667898395
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84136823&mm=43667898395
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84138045&mm=43667898395
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84139267&mm=43667898395


extended afterward, during the second flight of PPP funding, have a 5-year window.
Repayment is deferred for six months.

Some restaurant filers say they reached out to their lenders for a sense of the forgiveness
timeframe, only to learn that the financial institutions had not yet been informed of the
schedule by the SBA or its parent agency.

The PPP, the major form of assistance extended to small businesses by the federal
government, was conceived as a way of helping small-enterprise employers like
restaurants keep their staffs on the payroll as the pandemic shut down the economy. To
have their loans forgiven, recipients were initially required to spend up to 75% of the funds
on employee compensation, and to use the money within eight weeks. Under heavy
lobbying by the National Restaurant Association and other industry groups, Congress
expanded the use time to 24 weeks, and dropped the payroll requirement to 60%,
meaning 40% of the funds could be used for rent or operating expenses.

The program proved an essential lifeline for restaurants. Nearly 50,000 restaurants
received loans of at least $150,000, according to an analysis by Restaurant Business. The
identities of operations receiving less than that amount were not revealed.

The money was intended for small businesses. But eight of the restaurant recipients rank
among the Top 100 chains as ranked by systemwide sales. About a third of the brands
ranking within the Top 500 were listed on SBA records as recipients.

All told, restaurants and hotels received 8% of the funds lent by the SBA under the PPP, or
about $41 billion in total. Four other industries received a larger aggregate amount.

The average amount provided across all PPP loans was $105,000, according to the SBA.
In total, $517 billion was extended via 4.9 million loans, leaving about $135 billion in
funding unused.

Another PPP? 
The start of the forgiveness approval process comes as the fate of the PPP remains in
question. A bill passed by the House of Representatives would allocate additional funds to
restart the program, which stopped accepting applications on Aug. 8. But the measure hit
a brick wall in the Senate.

In a continued "roller coaster" of a week, President Trump announced this afternoon that
he directed his negotiating team to increase the offer from the Administration to $1.8 billion
from their earlier offer of $1.6 billion in economic relief. This is in contrast to the previously
passed House bill providing $2.2 billion in relief for the economy. It was reported this
afternoon that Speaker Pelosi will continue talks with Secretary Mnuchin to try to reach
agreement. However, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said this morning he was
doubtful any relief would be passed prior to the elections on November 3rd. He stated he
did not think there was time to pass a bill prior to the election. Things change so rapidly
during these on-going negotiations, it is becoming difficult to keep track of the offers on the
table. As these negotiations continue to develop, the ORA will keep you advised as best
we can.

Some supporters of a re-up have favored a refunding of the PPP through a separate and
less-controversial bill that Congress might be willing to pass before recessing for the

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84140489&mm=43667898395


election.

Your Website ADA Compliant?
Websites that are inaccessible to users who are vision- or hearing-impaired violate Title III
of the ADA. Your best bet for avoiding a lawsuit is to make sure your website is in
compliance. Attorneys at Fisher & Phillips put together guidance specific to restaurants,
which you can access here.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
Now that great fall weather has returned, you may want to reconsider the option of
expanding outdoor dining opportunities to increase your ability to serve customers who
may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space
City of Edmond Streatery Program

The ABLE Commission has confirmed their commitment to work with restaurants who
have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining
and will help them with a temporary expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the
service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 12, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 12

Register for the ORA Expo • December 2-3, 2020
With the reopening of Oklahoma, restaurants are back in business and operators are
searching for the latest and greatest to help build their success. The ORA Expo at OK
State Fair Park in Oklahoma City is considered the best opportunity of the year for you to
connect with other professionals, as well as food manufacturers and various suppliers who

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84334787&mm=43710670839


are eager to show off their best in hospitality products and services.

It is also known as Oklahoma's largest industry trade show and the most important of the
year for foodservice and hospitality industry professionals, as it will offer exciting
educational sessions, demonstrations, and networking! Easy access, convenient parking,
and tons of ORA hospitality make this an event you don't want to miss! The ORA Expo is
presented in partnership with the Oklahoma Hotel & Lodging Association and the
Oklahoma Travel Industry Association.

For the health and safety of attendees and exhibitors, the ORA Expo Promise has been
carefully designed and will be enforced to provide numerous health and safety measures
for both attendees and exhibitors. Click here to view the Expo Promise.

Click these links or more information:
•Attend as a Buyer
•Attend as an Exhibitor
•Become an Expo Partner

New Information On PPP Loan Forgiveness Under $50,000
Restaurants who received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans under $50,000 can
now access a new forgiveness application designed to simplify the forgiveness and loan
review process, as announced by the Small Business Administration (SBA) yesterday.
This “streamlined” PPP forgiveness form does not require businesses to show the
calculations used to determine their loan forgiveness amount. However, SBA may request
information and documents to review those calculations as part of its loan review process.

Important to note – this is not “automatic PPP loan forgiveness,” as borrowers are still
required to submit documentation to lenders on payroll costs, rent/lease payments, and
utilities. Additionally, there is a restriction for any otherwise eligible applicants if they have
affiliated businesses receiving PPP loans totaling $2 million or greater – we are following
up with SBA to ensure the “Affiliation Rules” are waived for restaurants and hotels as
outlined in earlier PPP guidance (p. 2).

Three attachments include:
1. The new PPP loan forgiveness form.
2. Instructions for the new form.
3. The SBA rules on the new forgiveness procedures for PPP loans under $50,000.

For background, the SBA reports that there are approximately 3.57 million outstanding
PPP loans of $50,000 or less, totaling approximately $62 billion of the $525 billion in PPP
loans. The NRA will provide updates as we collect more information, thank you for your
partnership!

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84336009&mm=43710670839
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celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.

CDC Issues Update on How COVID-19 Spreads
Earlier this week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued updated
guidance to its How COVID-19 Spreads website, which includes information about the
potential for airborne spread of the virus. See here.

CDC Updated Guidance
The CDC continues to assert that people are more likely to become infected the longer
and closer they are to a person with COVID-19. The update acknowledges the existence
of some published reports showing limited, uncommon circumstances where people with
COVID-19 infected others who were more than 6 feet away or shortly after the positive
person left an area. In these instances, transmission occurred in poorly
ventilated/enclosed spaces that often involved activities that caused heavier breathing like
singing or exercise. After a technical review of the guidance, CDC’s recommendations
remain the same based on existing science. People can protect themselves from the virus
by staying at least 6 feet away from others, wearing a mask that covers their nose and
mouth, washing their hands frequently, cleaning touched surfaces often, and staying home
when sick.

Restaurant Impact
The National Restaurant Association has been resolute in its approach, specifically that
COVID-19 spreads primarily person to person. The last paragraph in yesterday’s release
(which the media has ignored) is clear on this issue and the information the association
has received from CDC affirms that we continue to deliver solid guidance to our members.

Should you have any questions, please contact the National Restaurant Association: Larry
Lynch (llynch@restaurant.org) or Laura Abshire (labshire@restaurant.org). 

Additional Information on PPP Loan Forgiveness
Restaurants who received funding from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) may
soon learn if their loans have been forgiven. The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) began processing applications for forgiveness on Friday, with some lenders already
being forwarded funds to cover loans to restaurants and other small businesses under the
$670 billion program, according to a spokesman.

Many restaurants who received funds have been awaiting word on whether their loans will
essentially be treated as outright grants, with no need to repay the aid. Otherwise,
borrowers will be charged 1% interest and expected to repay the principle, which could run
as high as $10 million. Loans granted before June 5 carry a two-year term. Loans
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extended afterward, during the second flight of PPP funding, have a 5-year window.
Repayment is deferred for six months.

Some restaurant filers say they reached out to their lenders for a sense of the forgiveness
timeframe, only to learn that the financial institutions had not yet been informed of the
schedule by the SBA or its parent agency.

The PPP, the major form of assistance extended to small businesses by the federal
government, was conceived as a way of helping small-enterprise employers like
restaurants keep their staffs on the payroll as the pandemic shut down the economy. To
have their loans forgiven, recipients were initially required to spend up to 75% of the funds
on employee compensation, and to use the money within eight weeks. Under heavy
lobbying by the National Restaurant Association and other industry groups, Congress
expanded the use time to 24 weeks, and dropped the payroll requirement to 60%,
meaning 40% of the funds could be used for rent or operating expenses.

The program proved an essential lifeline for restaurants. Nearly 50,000 restaurants
received loans of at least $150,000, according to an analysis by Restaurant Business. The
identities of operations receiving less than that amount were not revealed.

The money was intended for small businesses. But eight of the restaurant recipients rank
among the Top 100 chains as ranked by systemwide sales. About a third of the brands
ranking within the Top 500 were listed on SBA records as recipients.

All told, restaurants and hotels received 8% of the funds lent by the SBA under the PPP, or
about $41 billion in total. Four other industries received a larger aggregate amount.

The average amount provided across all PPP loans was $105,000, according to the SBA.
In total, $517 billion was extended via 4.9 million loans, leaving about $135 billion in
funding unused.

Another PPP? 
The start of the forgiveness approval process comes as the fate of the PPP remains in
question. A bill passed by the House of Representatives would allocate additional funds to
restart the program, which stopped accepting applications on Aug. 8. But the measure hit
a brick wall in the Senate.

In a continued "roller coaster" of a week, President Trump announced this afternoon that
he directed his negotiating team to increase the offer from the Administration to $1.8 billion
from their earlier offer of $1.6 billion in economic relief. This is in contrast to the previously
passed House bill providing $2.2 billion in relief for the economy. It was reported this
afternoon that Speaker Pelosi will continue talks with Secretary Mnuchin to try to reach
agreement. However, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said this morning he was
doubtful any relief would be passed prior to the elections on November 3rd. He stated he
did not think there was time to pass a bill prior to the election. Things change so rapidly
during these on-going negotiations, it is becoming difficult to keep track of the offers on the
table. As these negotiations continue to develop, the ORA will keep you advised as best
we can.

Some supporters of a re-up have favored a refunding of the PPP through a separate and
less-controversial bill that Congress might be willing to pass before recessing for the

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84349451&mm=43710670839


election.

Is Your Website ADA Compliant?
Websites that are inaccessible to users who are vision- or hearing-impaired violate Title III
of the ADA. Your best bet for avoiding a lawsuit is to make sure your website is in
compliance. Attorneys at Fisher & Phillips put together guidance specific to restaurants,
which you can access here.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
Now that great fall weather has returned, you may want to reconsider the option of
expanding outdoor dining opportunities to increase your ability to serve customers who
may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space
City of Edmond Streatery Program

The ABLE Commission has confirmed their commitment to work with restaurants who
have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining
and will help them with a temporary expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the
service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 13, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 13

Register for the NRA Legal Summit
Beginning tomorrow, Oct. 14-16, ORA members are invited to connect online with senior
representatives to learn from experts at some of our nation's top law firms as we discuss
important issues facing the restaurant industry today including:

Paycheck Protection Program

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84431325&mm=43748495405


Business Interruption Insurance
Tips on Tip Credits
The Power of Diversity and Inclusion
The Future of Restaurant Real Estate

Although this is normally a paid event, the importance of this information is so
critical during this difficult time it is being offered free of charge. We encourage you
to register and participate in the sessions. View the full agenda and register here.

OKC City Council Votes To Extend Mask Mandate
Today the City Council for Oklahoma City voted to extend the mask mandate until
December 7. With some exceptions, everyone ages 11 and up is required to wear a face
covering in public spaces. You can view the mandate here.

New Information On PPP Loan Forgiveness Under $50,000
Restaurants who received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans under $50,000 can
now access a new forgiveness application designed to simplify the forgiveness and loan
review process, as announced by the Small Business Administration (SBA) yesterday.
This “streamlined” PPP forgiveness form does not require businesses to show the
calculations used to determine their loan forgiveness amount. However, SBA may request
information and documents to review those calculations as part of its loan review process.

Important to note – this is not “automatic PPP loan forgiveness,” as borrowers are still
required to submit documentation to lenders on payroll costs, rent/lease payments, and
utilities. Additionally, there is a restriction for any otherwise eligible applicants if they have
affiliated businesses receiving PPP loans totaling $2 million or greater – we are following
up with SBA to ensure the “Affiliation Rules” are waived for restaurants and hotels as
outlined in earlier PPP guidance (p. 2).

Three attachments include:
1. The new PPP loan forgiveness form.
2. Instructions for the new form.
3. The SBA rules on the new forgiveness procedures for PPP loans under $50,000.

For background, the SBA reports that there are approximately 3.57 million outstanding
PPP loans of $50,000 or less, totaling approximately $62 billion of the $525 billion in PPP
loans. The NRA will provide updates as we collect more information, thank you for your
partnership!

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"
celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.
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Expansion of Outdoor Dining
Now that great fall weather has returned, you may want to reconsider the option of
expanding outdoor dining opportunities to increase your ability to serve customers who
may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space
City of Edmond Streatery Program

The ABLE Commission has confirmed their commitment to work with restaurants who
have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining
and will help them with a temporary expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the
service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Register for the ORA Expo • December 2-3, 2020
With the reopening of Oklahoma, restaurants are back in business and operators are
searching for the latest and greatest to help build their success. The ORA Expo at OK
State Fair Park in Oklahoma City is considered the best opportunity of the year for you to
connect with other professionals, as well as food manufacturers and various suppliers who
are eager to show off their best in hospitality products and services.

It is also known as Oklahoma's largest private industry trade show and the most important
of the year for foodservice and hospitality industry professionals, as it will offer exciting
educational sessions, demonstrations, and networking! Easy access, convenient parking,
and tons of ORA hospitality make this an event you don't want to miss! The ORA Expo is
presented in partnership with the Oklahoma Hotel & Lodging Association and the
Oklahoma Travel Industry Association.

For the health and safety of attendees and exhibitors, the ORA Expo Promise has been
carefully designed and will be enforced to provide numerous health and safety measures
for both attendees and exhibitors. Click here to view the Expo Promise.

Click these links or more information:
•Attend as a Buyer
•Attend as an Exhibitor
•Become an Expo Partner

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 14, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 14

Register for the NRA Legal Summit
Today through Oct. 16, ORA members are invited to connect online with senior
representatives to learn from experts at some of our nation's top law firms as we discuss
important issues facing the restaurant industry today including:

Paycheck Protection Program

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84576743&mm=43790610413


Business Interruption Insurance
Tips on Tip Credits
The Power of Diversity and Inclusion
The Future of Restaurant Real Estate

Although this is normally a paid event, the importance of this information is so
critical during this difficult time it is being offered free of charge. We encourage you
to register and participate in the sessions. View the full agenda and register here.

PPP Loan Forgiveness Under $50,000
Restaurants who received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans under $50,000 can
now access a new forgiveness application designed to simplify the forgiveness and loan
review process, as announced by the Small Business Administration (SBA) yesterday.
This “streamlined” PPP forgiveness form does not require businesses to show the
calculations used to determine their loan forgiveness amount. However, SBA may request
information and documents to review those calculations as part of its loan review process.

Important to note – this is not “automatic PPP loan forgiveness,” as borrowers are still
required to submit documentation to lenders on payroll costs, rent/lease payments, and
utilities. Additionally, there is a restriction for any otherwise eligible applicants if they have
affiliated businesses receiving PPP loans totaling $2 million or greater – we are following
up with SBA to ensure the “Affiliation Rules” are waived for restaurants and hotels as
outlined in earlier PPP guidance (p. 2).

Three attachments include:
1. The new PPP loan forgiveness form.
2. Instructions for the new form.
3. The SBA rules on the new forgiveness procedures for PPP loans under $50,000.

For background, the SBA reports that there are approximately 3.57 million outstanding
PPP loans of $50,000 or less, totaling approximately $62 billion of the $525 billion in PPP
loans. The NRA will provide updates as we collect more information, thank you for your
partnership!

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"
celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 19, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 19

2020 Employee Nominations - Deadline Oct. 23rd
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is still important to recognize the outstanding contributions
of restaurant employees, especially during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=84984891&mm=43897759039


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding
employee (one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of
the Best" celebration video and prize drawing to be held live in November. Employee
nominations must be received no later than Friday, October 23, 2020, to be honored.

The video will incorporate comments from a few in the industry as well as the name and
business of each employee nominated.

Please help us keep this tradition of recognizing restaurant employees until we can return
to our in-person gala.

Update on Federal Stimulus Talks
As has been reported this weekend and today, Speaker Pelosi has said there needs to be
an agreement between all the negotiating parties by tomorrow for there to be any chance
at a new stimulus package being approved prior to election day which is two weeks from
tomorrow. Talks have continued between the Speaker and Secretary Mnuchin but the real
uncertainty remains with the Senate Republicans and how much, if any, they are willing to
approve in additional economic stimulus dollars. This situation is so fluid right now, and
tied up so much in partisan politics, it changes daily. ORA, along with our national partners
at the NRA, will continue to keep you updated.

Webinar with Mayors: What Will Our Cities Be Like Without
Restaurants?
The NRA partnered with the US Conference of Mayors to host a webinar, “What Will Your
City Be Like Without Restaurants?”. The discussions were centered around the challenges
that the restaurant industry is currently facing and what mayors can do to help restaurants
survive the pandemic and the years ahead. There was a great turnout! If you were unable
to attend, you can view a recording of the webinar by clicking here.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 20, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 20

2020 Employee Nominations - Deadline This Friday, Oct. 23rd
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is still important to recognize the outstanding contributions
of restaurant employees, especially during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85115645&mm=43934680547


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding
employee (one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of
the Best" celebration video and prize drawing to be held live in November. Employee
nominations must be received no later than Friday, October 23, 2020, to be honored.

The video will incorporate comments from a few in the industry as well as the name and
business of each employee nominated.

Please help us keep this tradition of recognizing restaurant employees until we can return
to our in-person gala.

National Restaurant Association Shares Latest Economic Data on State
of the Industry
Restaurant industry sales continued to trend higher in September, albeit at the slowest
pace since the economy began to reopen from the lockdowns. Overall, the total shortfall in
restaurant and foodservice sales topped $200 billion during the first seven months of the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, average wholesale food prices rose just 0.5% between September 2019 and
September 2020, after they jumped 7.7% in the 12 months ending May 2020. Meanwhile,
growth in menu prices accelerated for the fifth consecutive month. Menu prices increased
3.8% in the 12 months ending September 2020, which represented the strongest 12-
month gain since 2009. Prices for limited-service meals and snacks jumped 5.5%, which
was nearly double the 2.8% increase in fullservice menu prices.

Takeaways from Webinar with Mayors: What Will Our Cities Be Like
Without Restaurants?
With the political dysfunction in Washington, yesterday's meeting with the US Conference
of Mayors webinar was a great reminder that a lot of good can come from working directly
with the policymakers who live in our neighborhoods. They say all politics are local for a
reason—oftentimes grassroots efforts to change policy are most effective with the
policymakers who are closest to you. So we really challenge each of you to engage with
your local government officials to figure out what else can be done by your city or county to
help restaurants. If you need ideas, here are some of the many innovative ideas covered
in yesterday’s webinar, and in recent news articles:

• Expediting the approval of outdoor dining permits and other zoning changes
• Distributing grant money to help restaurants prepare for colder weather or reconfigure
their      business model
• Hosting public events downtown to offset office closures
• Designating city parking spaces for curbside pickup
• Working with the Fire Marshall to create guidelines to expedite outside heater permits,
• Using a convention center to host ghost kitchens
• Increasing consumer confidence via social media campaigns
• Making downtown parking free
• Using local restaurants and caterers any time the local government pays to feed first
responders,  vulnerable communities, or healthcare workers
• Distributing gift cards or vouchers to citizens to use in local restaurants.

If you were unable to attend, you can view a recording of the webinar by clicking here.
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Update on Federal Stimulus Talks
As has been reported earlier this week, Speaker Pelosi has said there needs to be an
agreement between all the negotiating parties by the end of the day today for there to be
any chance at a new stimulus package being approved prior to election day which is on
November 3, 2020. Talks have continued between the Speaker and Secretary Mnuchin but
the real uncertainty remains with the Senate Republicans and how much, if any, they are
willing to approve in additional economic stimulus dollars. This situation is so fluid right
now, and tied up so much in partisan politics, it changes daily. ORA, along with our
national partners at the NRA, will continue to keep you updated.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 21, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 21

2020 Employee Nominations - Deadline This Friday, Oct. 23rd
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is still important to recognize the outstanding contributions
of restaurant employees, especially during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85361267&mm=43978659105


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding
employee (one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of
the Best" celebration video and prize drawing to be held live in November. Employee
nominations must be received no later than Friday, October 23, 2020, to be honored.

The video will incorporate comments from a few in the industry as well as the name and
business of each employee nominated.

Please help us keep this tradition of recognizing restaurant employees until we can return
to our in-person gala.

The Oklahoma City Council Extends Help to Minority Owned Small
Businesses
Next week, the Alliance for Economic Development fo Oklahoma City will launch the
Minority Owned Business Recovery Program to provide grants up to $25,000 to help small
businesses with payroll, rent, retrofitting the business, purchasing sanitizing equipment or
other operational needs arising fromCOVID-19. The program also provides technical
assistance to help the business with accounting, bookkeeping, marketing, web
development and more.

The goals of the program are to provide short-term relief to businesses to help them
maintain payroll and sustain their operations. To qualify, the business must have a physical
headquarters within the city of Oklahoma City, be a for-profit business, have 25 or fewer
full-time equivalent employees and demonstrate lost revenue or increased operational
expenses caused by COVID-19. At least 51% of the business ownership must be one or
more of these minority groups: American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, Black, African
American, Hispanic, Latino, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. The program will launch
the week of Oct. 26 at www.okcsmallbizhelp.com with $2.75 million from the city’s CARES
Act funding. Click here to read more. 

Stillwater City Council Approves New COVID-19 Business Relief Grant
Opportunity
Stillwater City Council, working with the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce, created
Stillwater Small Business Assistance Program. This program, which council approved on
Monday, Oct. 19, will assist businesses who need help reopening or have other financial
needs. Applications are available now. “We know our neighbors need help,” Mayor Will
Joyce said, “so the City of Stillwater is committed to doing everything we can to support
and preserve our local businesses,”. Click here to read more.

National Restaurant Association Shares Latest Economic Data on State
of the Industry
Restaurant industry sales continued to trend higher in September, albeit at the slowest
pace since the economy began to reopen from the lockdowns. Overall, the total shortfall in
restaurant and foodservice sales topped $200 billion during the first seven months of the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, average wholesale food prices rose just 0.5% between September 2019 and
September 2020, after they jumped 7.7% in the 12 months ending May 2020. Meanwhile,
growth in menu prices accelerated for the fifth consecutive month. Menu prices increased
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3.8% in the 12 months ending September 2020, which represented the strongest 12-
month gain since 2009. Prices for limited-service meals and snacks jumped 5.5%, which
was nearly double the 2.8% increase in full service menu prices.

Takeaways from Webinar with Mayors: What Will Our Cities Be Like
Without Restaurants?
With the political dysfunction in Washington, the meeting with the US Conference of
Mayors webinar was a great reminder that a lot of good can come from working directly
with the policymakers who live in our neighborhoods. They say all politics are local for a
reason—oftentimes grassroots efforts to change policy are most effective with the
policymakers who are closest to you. So we really challenge each of you to engage with
your local government officials to figure out what else can be done by your city or county to
help restaurants. If you need ideas, here are some of the many innovative ideas covered
in yesterday’s webinar, and in recent news articles:

• Expediting the approval of outdoor dining permits and other zoning changes
• Distributing grant money to help restaurants prepare for colder weather or reconfigure
their      business model
• Hosting public events downtown to offset office closures
• Designating city parking spaces for curbside pickup
• Working with the Fire Marshall to create guidelines to expedite outside heater permits,
• Using a convention center to host ghost kitchens
• Increasing consumer confidence via social media campaigns
• Making downtown parking free
• Using local restaurants and caterers any time the local government pays to feed first
responders,  vulnerable communities, or healthcare workers
• Distributing gift cards or vouchers to citizens to use in local restaurants.

If you were unable to attend, you can view a recording of the webinar by clicking here.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85371043&mm=43978659105
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 22, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 22

2020 Employee Nominations - Deadline Tomorrow: Oct. 23rd
Last change to submit your nominations! Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant
Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is still
important to recognize the outstanding contributions of restaurant employees, especially
during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85440697&mm=43988315349


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding
employee (one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of
the Best" celebration video and prize drawing to be held live in November. Employee
nominations must be received no later than Friday, October 23, 2020, to be honored.

The video will incorporate comments from a few in the industry as well as the name and
business of each employee nominated.

Please help us keep this tradition of recognizing restaurant employees until we can return
to our in-person gala.

CDC’s Latest COVID-19 Guidance Complicates Contact Tracing
Procedures 
New COVID-19 contact tracing procedures released by the federal government have
expanded the category of individuals who are deemed to be in close contact with each
other – and will complicate the already difficult task faced by employers when trying to
maintain a safe workplace environment. The updated guidance now indicates that workers
should be considered to be at risk of contracting the virus if they were within six feet of an
infected individual for a total of 15 minutes even if the interactions that lead to a cumulative
total of 15 minutes were brief and spread out over that time. What should employers do?
Learn more.

The Oklahoma City Council Extends Help to Minority Owned Small
Businesses
Next week, the Alliance for Economic Development fo Oklahoma City will launch the
Minority Owned Business Recovery Program to provide grants up to $25,000 to help small
businesses with payroll, rent, retrofitting the business, purchasing sanitizing equipment or
other operational needs arising fromCOVID-19. The program also provides technical
assistance to help the business with accounting, bookkeeping, marketing, web
development and more.

The goals of the program are to provide short-term relief to businesses to help them
maintain payroll and sustain their operations. To qualify, the business must have a physical
headquarters within the city of Oklahoma City, be a for-profit business, have 25 or fewer
full-time equivalent employees and demonstrate lost revenue or increased operational
expenses caused by COVID-19. At least 51% of the business ownership must be one or
more of these minority groups: American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, Black, African
American, Hispanic, Latino, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. The program will launch
the week of Oct. 26 at www.okcsmallbizhelp.com with $2.75 million from the city’s CARES
Act funding. Click here to read more. 

Stillwater City Council Approves New COVID-19 Business Relief Grant
Opportunity
Stillwater City Council, working with the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce, created
Stillwater Small Business Assistance Program. This program, which council approved on
Monday, Oct. 19, will assist businesses who need help reopening or have other financial
needs. Applications are available now. “We know our neighbors need help,” Mayor Will
Joyce said, “so the City of Stillwater is committed to doing everything we can to support
and preserve our local businesses,”. Click here to read more.
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National Restaurant Association Shares Latest Economic Data on State
of the Industry
Restaurant industry sales continued to trend higher in September, albeit at the slowest
pace since the economy began to reopen from the lockdowns. Overall, the total shortfall in
restaurant and foodservice sales topped $200 billion during the first seven months of the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, average wholesale food prices rose just 0.5% between September 2019 and
September 2020, after they jumped 7.7% in the 12 months ending May 2020. Meanwhile,
growth in menu prices accelerated for the fifth consecutive month. Menu prices increased
3.8% in the 12 months ending September 2020, which represented the strongest 12-
month gain since 2009. Prices for limited-service meals and snacks jumped 5.5%, which
was nearly double the 2.8% increase in full service menu prices.

Takeaways from Webinar with Mayors: What Will Our Cities Be Like
Without Restaurants?
With the political dysfunction in Washington, the meeting with the US Conference of
Mayors webinar was a great reminder that a lot of good can come from working directly
with the policymakers who live in our neighborhoods. They say all politics are local for a
reason—oftentimes grassroots efforts to change policy are most effective with the
policymakers who are closest to you. So we really challenge each of you to engage with
your local government officials to figure out what else can be done by your city or county to
help restaurants. If you need ideas, here are some of the many innovative ideas covered
in yesterday’s webinar, and in recent news articles:

• Expediting the approval of outdoor dining permits and other zoning changes
• Distributing grant money to help restaurants prepare for colder weather or reconfigure
their      business model
• Hosting public events downtown to offset office closures
• Designating city parking spaces for curbside pickup
• Working with the Fire Marshall to create guidelines to expedite outside heater permits,
• Using a convention center to host ghost kitchens
• Increasing consumer confidence via social media campaigns
• Making downtown parking free
• Using local restaurants and caterers any time the local government pays to feed first
responders,  vulnerable communities, or healthcare workers
• Distributing gift cards or vouchers to citizens to use in local restaurants.

If you were unable to attend, you can view a recording of the webinar by clicking here.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 23, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 23

Deadline is Today: 2020 Employee Nominations
Today is the final opportunity to submit your nominations! Despite the fact the Oklahoma
Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it
is still important to recognize the outstanding contributions of restaurant employees,
especially during this difficult time.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85558009&mm=44008600549


Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding
employee (one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of
the Best" celebration video and prize drawing to be held live in November. Employee
nominations opened on October 6th, and must be received no later than TODAY to
be honored.

The video will incorporate comments from a few in the industry as well as the name and
business of each employee nominated.

Please help us keep this tradition of recognizing restaurant employees until we can return
to our in-person gala.

Tulsa County Business Reset Program
Although applications may be submitted, funding consideration is unfortunately on pause
until further notice. Please consider other TEDC loan programs if your business continues
to need financial assistance.

Coca-Cola Company Shares Data Research on State of the Industry
Click here to view the latest research.

CDC’s Latest COVID-19 Guidance Complicates Contact Tracing
Procedures 
New COVID-19 contact tracing procedures released by the federal government have
expanded the category of individuals who are deemed to be in close contact with each
other – and will complicate the already difficult task faced by employers when trying to
maintain a safe workplace environment. The updated guidance now indicates that workers
should be considered to be at risk of contracting the virus if they were within six feet of an
infected individual for a total of 15 minutes even if the interactions that lead to a cumulative
total of 15 minutes were brief and spread out over that time. What should employers do?
Learn more.

The Oklahoma City Council Extends Help to Minority Owned Small
Businesses
Next week, the Alliance for Economic Development fo Oklahoma City will launch the
Minority Owned Business Recovery Program to provide grants up to $25,000 to help small
businesses with payroll, rent, retrofitting the business, purchasing sanitizing equipment or
other operational needs arising fromCOVID-19. The program also provides technical
assistance to help the business with accounting, bookkeeping, marketing, web
development and more.

The goals of the program are to provide short-term relief to businesses to help them
maintain payroll and sustain their operations. To qualify, the business must have a physical
headquarters within the city of Oklahoma City, be a for-profit business, have 25 or fewer
full-time equivalent employees and demonstrate lost revenue or increased operational
expenses caused by COVID-19. At least 51% of the business ownership must be one or
more of these minority groups: American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, Black, African
American, Hispanic, Latino, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. The program will launch
the week of Oct. 26 at www.okcsmallbizhelp.com with $2.75 million from the city’s CARES
Act funding. Click here to read more. 

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85559231&mm=44008600549
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85560453&mm=44008600549
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85561675&mm=44008600549
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85562897&mm=44008600549
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85564119&mm=44008600549
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85565341&mm=44008600549
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85566563&mm=44008600549


Stillwater City Council Approves New COVID-19 Business Relief Grant
Opportunity
Stillwater City Council, working with the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce, created
Stillwater Small Business Assistance Program. This program, which council approved on
Monday, Oct. 19, will assist businesses who need help reopening or have other financial
needs. Applications are available now. “We know our neighbors need help,” Mayor Will
Joyce said, “so the City of Stillwater is committed to doing everything we can to support
and preserve our local businesses,”. Click here to read more.

National Restaurant Association Shares Latest Economic Data on State
of the Industry
Restaurant industry sales continued to trend higher in September, albeit at the slowest
pace since the economy began to reopen from the lockdowns. Overall, the total shortfall in
restaurant and foodservice sales topped $200 billion during the first seven months of the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, average wholesale food prices rose just 0.5% between September 2019 and
September 2020, after they jumped 7.7% in the 12 months ending May 2020. Meanwhile,
growth in menu prices accelerated for the fifth consecutive month. Menu prices increased
3.8% in the 12 months ending September 2020, which represented the strongest 12-
month gain since 2009. Prices for limited-service meals and snacks jumped 5.5%, which
was nearly double the 2.8% increase in full service menu prices.

Takeaways from Webinar with Mayors: What Will Our Cities Be Like
Without Restaurants?
With the political dysfunction in Washington, the meeting with the US Conference of
Mayors webinar was a great reminder that a lot of good can come from working directly
with the policymakers who live in our neighborhoods. They say all politics are local for a
reason—oftentimes grassroots efforts to change policy are most effective with the
policymakers who are closest to you. So we really challenge each of you to engage with
your local government officials to figure out what else can be done by your city or county to
help restaurants. If you need ideas, here are some of the many innovative ideas covered
in yesterday’s webinar, and in recent news articles:

• Expediting the approval of outdoor dining permits and other zoning changes
• Distributing grant money to help restaurants prepare for colder weather or reconfigure
their      business model
• Hosting public events downtown to offset office closures
• Designating city parking spaces for curbside pickup
• Working with the Fire Marshall to create guidelines to expedite outside heater permits,
• Using a convention center to host ghost kitchens
• Increasing consumer confidence via social media campaigns
• Making downtown parking free
• Using local restaurants and caterers any time the local government pays to feed first
responders,  vulnerable communities, or healthcare workers
• Distributing gift cards or vouchers to citizens to use in local restaurants.

If you were unable to attend, you can view a recording of the webinar by clicking here.
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 26, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 26

Serving Up Hope
CORE, Children of Restaurant Employees, is excited to announce the Serving Up Hope
Campaign during National Food and Beverage Employee Appreciation Week, this
November 9-15. This campaign will bring together the industry and the millions of guests
it serves, to take a moment to show our gratitude and share some hope with the essential

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85741309&mm=44058053667


workers who make America’s food and beverage operations the cornerstone of the
communities they serve. Click here for more info.

Free Training for Restaurants on Covid Related Issues
In cooperation with our partners at the NRA, free training is available to you to address
numerous issues for our industry as we navigate these challenges. We hope you will take
advantage of this opportunity.

ServSafe is providing four free courses on COVID-related restaurant issues, including
COVID-19 Precautions and Conflict De-escalation, Safe Operating Guidance, ServSafe
Delivery: COVID-19 Precautions, and ServSafe Takeout: COVID-19 Precautions. These
courses provide valuable resources for the entire industry. We are beginning to see an
increase in the number of COVID cases across the country, which will impact us both
personally and professionally. Please stay safe in the days and weeks ahead.

Tulsa County Business Reset Program
Although applications may be submitted, funding consideration is unfortunately on pause
until further notice. Please consider other TEDC loan programs if your business continues
to need financial assistance.

CDC’s Latest COVID-19 Guidance Complicates Contact Tracing
Procedures 
New COVID-19 contact tracing procedures released by the federal government have
expanded the category of individuals who are deemed to be in close contact with each
other – and will complicate the already difficult task faced by employers when trying to
maintain a safe workplace environment. The updated guidance now indicates that workers
should be considered to be at risk of contracting the virus if they were within six feet of an
infected individual for a total of 15 minutes even if the interactions that lead to a cumulative
total of 15 minutes were brief and spread out over that time. What should employers do?
Learn more.

The Oklahoma City Council Extends Help to Minority Owned Small
Businesses
Next week, the Alliance for Economic Development fo Oklahoma City will launch the
Minority Owned Business Recovery Program to provide grants up to $25,000 to help small
businesses with payroll, rent, retrofitting the business, purchasing sanitizing equipment or
other operational needs arising fromCOVID-19. The program also provides technical
assistance to help the business with accounting, bookkeeping, marketing, web
development and more.

The goals of the program are to provide short-term relief to businesses to help them
maintain payroll and sustain their operations. To qualify, the business must have a physical
headquarters within the city of Oklahoma City, be a for-profit business, have 25 or fewer
full-time equivalent employees and demonstrate lost revenue or increased operational
expenses caused by COVID-19. At least 51% of the business ownership must be one or
more of these minority groups: American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, Black, African
American, Hispanic, Latino, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. The program will launch
the week of Oct. 26 at www.okcsmallbizhelp.com with $2.75 million from the city’s CARES
Act funding. Click here to read more. 
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National Restaurant Association Shares Latest Economic Data on State
of the Industry
Restaurant industry sales continued to trend higher in September, albeit at the slowest
pace since the economy began to reopen from the lockdowns. Overall, the total shortfall in
restaurant and foodservice sales topped $200 billion during the first seven months of the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, average wholesale food prices rose just 0.5% between September 2019 and
September 2020, after they jumped 7.7% in the 12 months ending May 2020. Meanwhile,
growth in menu prices accelerated for the fifth consecutive month. Menu prices increased
3.8% in the 12 months ending September 2020, which represented the strongest 12-
month gain since 2009. Prices for limited-service meals and snacks jumped 5.5%, which
was nearly double the 2.8% increase in full service menu prices.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85753529&mm=44058053667
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85754751&mm=44058053667
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85755973&mm=44058053667
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85757195&mm=44058053667
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=85758417&mm=44058053667
http://www.viethconsulting.com/


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 28, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 28

ORA Expo Postponed Until Aug 18-19, 2021
After much deliberation, the ORA's Board of Directors has made the difficult decided to
postpone the 2020 ORA Expo until next year, August 18-19, 2021.

Everyone at the ORA understands and appreciates the time, effort and resources that
exhibitors have put into preparing for the Expo this year. Similarly, the ORA staff has been

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86013815&mm=44153010399


immersed in preparations, and we were looking forward to bringing hospitality together
once again to provide connections for new products, education and professional
engagement. Unfortunately, this year due to the continued spread of COVID-19, and the
importance of health and well-being of those attending, we will not be able to deliver the
ORA Expo experience you deserve.

As you already know, we are an incredibly resilient industry. We share your
disappointment, but we are also energized by the possibility of new opportunities to gather
again in 2021.

Update on Federal Economic Relief for Restaurants 
After the confirmation earlier this week of Judge Amy Coney Barrett to be the next
associate justice for the Supreme Court, Senate Leader McConnell adjourned the Senate
until November 9th. This assures that there will not be any additional economic relief
approved prior to the elections on November 3rd. If any economic relief is considered it will
be done during a lame duck session and will require much negotiations and resolve to
cooperate between all the parties involved. As more information becomes available the
ORA will keep you informed.

Serving Up Hope
CORE, Children of Restaurant Employees, is excited to announce the Serving Up Hope
Campaign during National Food and Beverage Employee Appreciation Week, this
November 9-15. This campaign will bring together the industry and the millions of guests
it serves, to take a moment to show our gratitude and share some hope with the essential
workers who make America’s food and beverage operations the cornerstone of the
communities they serve. Click here for more info.

Free Training for Restaurants on Covid Related Issues
In cooperation with our partners at the NRA, free training is available to you to address
numerous issues for our industry as we navigate these challenges. We hope you will take
advantage of this opportunity.

ServSafe is providing four free courses on COVID-related restaurant issues, including
COVID-19 Precautions and Conflict De-escalation, Safe Operating Guidance, ServSafe
Delivery: COVID-19 Precautions, and ServSafe Takeout: COVID-19 Precautions. These
courses provide valuable resources for the entire industry. We are beginning to see an
increase in the number of COVID cases across the country, which will impact us both
personally and professionally. Please stay safe in the days and weeks ahead.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86015037&mm=44153010399
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86016259&mm=44153010399
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86017481&mm=44153010399


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: October 30, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: October 30

ORA Expo Postponed Until Aug 18-19, 2021
After much deliberation, the ORA's Board of Directors has made the difficult decision to
postpone the 2020 ORA Expo until next year, August 18-19, 2021.

Everyone at the ORA understands and appreciates the time, effort and resources that
exhibitors have put into preparing for the Expo this year. Similarly, the ORA staff has been

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86166565&mm=44269922805


immersed in preparations, and we were looking forward to bringing hospitality together
once again to provide connections for new products, education and professional
engagement. Unfortunately, this year due to the continued spread of COVID-19, and the
importance of health and well-being of those attending, we will not be able to deliver the
ORA Expo experience you deserve.

As you already know, we are an incredibly resilient industry. We share your
disappointment, but we are also energized by the possibility of new opportunities to gather
again in 2021.

Pelosi Presses Mnuchin for Answers on Coronavirus Stimulus
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi pushed Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to give a
response on several key areas of dispute in coronavirus stimulus talks, including
testing, state and local government relief and unemployment insurance.
Discussions toward a relief deal have stalled days before the election.
Pelosi signaled she wants to restart talks and reach a potential agreement after the
election
In a letter to the top Trump administration negotiator, the California Democrat said
she is awaiting replies from the White House on multiple items of critical importance.
She cited a bevy of differences the sides did not resolve during a pre-election
scramble to strike a deal: a national testing strategy, state and local government
relief, enhanced unemployment insurance, childcare, tax credits, liability protections
for businesses and workplace safety standards.

September Data: NRA Month in Review
Key indicators of restaurant industry performance continued to trend in a positive direction
in September, albeit at a much slower pace compared to the solid gains that followed the
lockdowns. If the current trends continue, it’s likely that the industry’s recovery from the
devastation of the virus will be measured in years and not months.

5 ways to design a better mental health future for a stressed-out
workforce
Almost 41% of Americans struggle with mental health issues stemming from the
pandemic, but many companies remain ill-equipped to address the problem. A recent
survey from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that almost 41% of
American adults struggle with mental health issues stemming from the pandemic. Here are
five ways to combat this issue for a healthier workforce.

Important EIDL Grant and PPP Information 
There may be a requirement to repay an EIDL grant (often called an EIDL Advance). The
EIDL grant is indeed that – a grant – of up to $10,000 for any small business that did not
receive a PPP loan.  

However, note that Congress instructed the Small Business Administration (via The Cares
Act) to require repayment of EIDL Grants if the same applicant receives a forgivable 7(a)
loan (also known as a PPP loan).  

To use an example, a small business with 5 employees would receive a $5,000 EIDL
Grant.  If they also received a $100,000 PPP loan, and earned 100% forgiveness on that

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86167787&mm=44269922805
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86169009&mm=44269922805


loan, then: 
          $100,000            PPP 

- $5,000            EIDL Advance 
            $95,000            total net amount forgiven 

Bottom line, the small business receives a $95,000 ‘grant’ from the federal government
instead of just a single $5,000 grant. The $5,000 balance in this examples will turn into a
1% loan for either 24 or 60 months (depending on when the PPP loan was received),
giving the applicant ample time to repay, and at a very low interest rate. 

For those who want to see the actual verbiage of The Cares Act, Section E, subsection 6
spells out: 

If an applicant that receives an advance under this subsection transfers into, or is
approved for, the loan program under section 7(a) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
636(a)), the advance amount shall be reduced from the loan forgiveness amount for a loan
for payroll costs made under such section 7(a).

Serving Up Hope
CORE, Children of Restaurant Employees, is excited to announce the Serving Up Hope
Campaign during National Food and Beverage Employee Appreciation Week, this
November 9-15. This campaign will bring together the industry and the millions of guests
it serves, to take a moment to show our gratitude and share some hope with the essential
workers who make America’s food and beverage operations the cornerstone of the
communities they serve. Click here for more info.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86170231&mm=44269922805
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=86171453&mm=44269922805



