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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: February 26, 2021

COVID-19 Membership Update: February 26

"Raise the Wage Act of 2021" Ruled Ineligible to Be Included in the Budget
Reconciliation Bill
Last evening, Senate parliamentarian Elizabeth MacDonough ruled that the "Raise the Wage Act of 2021" is
ineligible for inclusion into the budget reconciliation bill. 

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97584933&mm=47616075303
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In yesterday's senate hearing, Senate Budget Committee Chair Bernie Sanders (I-VT) held a hearing titled
"Should Taxpayers Subsidize Poverty Wages at Large Profitable Corporations?" Committee Republicans, and
their witnesses, spoke in opposition to the Raise the Wage Act. One of those witnesses was Carl Sobocinski,
a restaurant operator and member of the National Restaurant Association's Board of Directors. View the
testimony here.

Although it has been ruled ineligible for inclusion in this bill, it will remain on the short list of Democratic
priorities. In partnership with the National Restaurant Association, we will continue to apprise Senators and
Congress of our concerns with the elements included in the bill that would be harmful to the restaurant
industry, including the elimination of the tip credit and language that could challenge that practice of tip
pooling, especially between back and front of house employees, and wage changes while the industry is
attempting to recover from the economic devastation of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Advocacy progress to that end is depicted in this article, written prior to MacDonough’s ruling. We will keep
you posted as we learn more.

TulsaFest Goes Virtual

Calling all members to join us for an incredible educational experience on March 30 and 31 as we present a
virtual TulsaFest! This year's sessions are presented by Bill Fournet of The Persimmon Group. We're thrilled
to engage more members than before over two action-packed days at no cost to members. Register yourself
and your team today for all of the sessions noted below. To register, or for more details on each session visit
ORA.

March 30 • 2:00 - 3:30 pm
Welcome and Education Session I - "Lead for Tomorrow: How to Thrive in the Age of Disruption"
followed by 2021 ORA Key Club Partner Recognition

March 31 • 2:00- 3:00 pm
Welcome and Education Session II -  "Why Managers Fail: How to Unleash Your Organization's Greatest
Asset"

March 31 - 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Education Session III - "I'm Toast: How To Avoid Burnout So We Don't Flame Out" 
followed by 2021 ORA Key Club Partner Recognition

RECORD YOUR VIDEO

Share Your Video - Add Your Voice!
The NRA is assembling an advocacy video that illustrates what this industry has endured, why we are not
giving up, and what our outlook is. And we hope that you can play a starring role.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97586155&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97587377&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97588599&mm=47616075303
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Take a couple of minutes and record a selfie video on what you and your restaurant have endured over the
past 11 months – and what the future looks like. Below are a few sample questions and a link to get started –
this is a time to be honest, candid, and unscripted. 

When restaurants were first shut down in March 2020, what was your reaction? 
What have the past 11 months have been like for you and your restaurant?
What challenges have you faced keeping your restaurant open during the pandemic?  
What has kept you going and keeps you motivated in 2021 to continue serving customers?

We can’t wait to add your voice for a powerful tribute to the industry that drives America.

RECORD YOUR VIDEO

Food Packaging Not Related to Spread of Covid 19 
There is no credible evidence of food or food packaging associated with or as a likely source of viral
transmission of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the virus causing COVID-19,
according to the Department of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Administration and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). Read the latest report here.

Widening Access for Very Small Businesses to Obtain PPP Loans
The Biden Administration announced a series of changes to the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) in an
effort to further widen access for very small businesses to obtain PPP loans.  

One critical temporary change is that, during a two-week period beginning February 24th, the Small Business
Administration (SBA) will only review or accept applications from businesses with fewer than 20 employees.
Following that period’s end, all qualifying businesses may resume applying. If you are considering applying for
a PPP loan and do not meet that employee criteria, you are urged to submit an application as soon as
possible. 

Thus far, the PPP has utilized just under half of its appropriated funds and so it is likely that loan availability
will remain for some time until the program's end on March 31st. This program has been an immense help
to the hotel industry and PPP Second Draws provide for an increased loan amount cap for hotel businesses.
We encourage all qualifying members to explore utilizing this program prior to its expiration.

Governor's Press Conference on Utility Bills
On Monday, Governor Stitt was joined by legislative leaders, the Attorney General, and regulators from the
Corporation Commission talking about efforts to mitigate high utility bills that many may receive due to the
historically harsh winter weather last week. View the press conference here.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97589821&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97589821&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97591043&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97592265&mm=47616075303
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/media_root/document/PPP_Overview-Fact-Sheet-2021.pdf?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2%2E22%20Member%20Note%20%2D%20PPP%20Updates&utm_campaign=ust
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97593487&mm=47616075303
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Raise the Wage Act Will Hurt Restaurants, Employees
Congress needs to hear that now is not the time to attach this to the stimulus bill being considered right now. 

A national survey of our membership was just completed, asking independents and franchises what impact
the “Raise the Wage Act” would have on their recovery efforts and plans for 2021.

Restaurant owners tell us that if “Raise the Wage” passes Congress later this month:

82% say it will have a negative impact on their ability to recover this year.
98% will have to raise menu prices.
84% will likely cut jobs and employee hours from normal levels.
65% will add equipment or technology that reduces the need for employees in their restaurant.

These results make one point crystal clear – after seeing over 110,000 restaurants close and over 2.5 million
jobs lost, increasing labor costs is going to make it more likely that more operators close their doors and lay
off their staff. Tipped servers will lose with the end of a system that allows them to make $19-$25 an hour in
tips under the current tip credit system. 

View infographic with the survey findings. 

Congress is looking to fast-track this bill in a matter of weeks. If you have not already done so, please take
action now. Congress needs to hear from you to put a local connection to these national results.

Please take action and contact Congress. Your answers to the questions asked will personalize your message
to Congress.

Governor Stitt Issues Executive Order on COVID-19
Governor Stitt recently issued a new order to help combat the COVID-19 virus. Read the order here. By
removing references to table spacing and clear dividers between tables and booths those restrictions for
restaurants have been lifted in this latest executive order. ORA has confirmed with the Governor's office that
capacity and spacing restrictions on restaurants have been lifted. If you operate in a jurisdiction that has other
restrictions in place you will need to continue to conduct business under those rules. View guidance for Tulsa,
Norman and Stillwater.

KEY CLUB PARTNERS

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97594709&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97595931&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97597153&mm=47616075303
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=97598375&mm=47616075303



