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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: March 10, 2021

COVID-19 Membership Update: March 10

House Approves American Rescue Plan
The $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan is expected to be signed into law this week by President Biden, after
being passed by the Senate over the weekend and receiving final approval today by the House.

Securing restaurant specific relief has always been a major priority for both the Oklahoma Restaurant
Association and the National Restaurant Association (NRA). We want to take this opportunity to thank our

https://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=99576793&mm=48092054079


2/6

members and all those from Oklahoma's hospitality industry who responded to the many calls to action.

The ORA would also like to thank the NRA for their partnership throughout the  pandemic, and for their
diligent work to advocate for the entire hospitality industry. 

Major inclusions of the plan are as follows:
• $28.6 billion for the Restaurant Revitalization Fund
• $15 billion to support the hardest hit small businesses, including travel and tourism
• $7.6 billion in PPP funding
• Extension of the Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) to help keep employees on payroll at struggling
businesses

The Restaurant Revitalization Fund reflects a year-long effort by the National Restaurant Association to
advocate for restaurant-specific relief, helping restaurateurs across the country.

Restaurant Revitalization Fund – Next Steps
Join the NRA on Monday, March 15, 2021 at 1 PM CT to hear how the Restaurant Revitalization Fund (RRF),
which provides federal grants to the hardest hit sector of the economy during COVID-19, is becoming a reality.
This week, President Biden is expected to sign the RRF into law as a part of the American Rescue Plan. The
RRF features $28.6 billion for restaurants with 20 or fewer locations, and will be administered by the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA). In this webinar, we will share:

How the RRF became law
What type of RRF grant funds will be available
Recommended next steps for restaurants interested in RRF

REGISTER HERE

2021 National Restaurant Association Public Affairs Conference
For 35 years, the National Restaurant Association’s Public Affairs Conference has brought together the
leaders of our industry for a dialogue with national policymakers and thought-leaders on our public policy
priorities. Decisions made in the Capitol have never mattered more to our industry, and you're invited to join
this year’s virtual conference on April 20. 

Just one year ago today, the National Restaurant Association wrapped up its 2020 conference in Washington,
DC. A week later, the restaurant industry saw a national wave of indoor dining closures. It prompted a
devastating year for restaurant owners, employees, and local communities. We have secured wins from
lawmakers, but our road to recovery remains long. From relief to reopening guidance, we need leadership
from elected officials, and your voice is critical.

You’ll hear from political analysts, industry leaders, and lawmakers on key issues impacting the restaurant
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industry. If you’ve never attended the conference in the past, this year’s virtual setting is a great way to get
involved for the first time.   

For more details, watch the video below and visit the conference website. If you have any questions related to
the conference, please email pafc@restaurant.org.

REGISTER HERE

Restaurant and Hospitality Workers Included in Phase 3 of COVID Vaccines
Governor Stitt and the State Health Department has announced that Phase 3 of the vaccines began
yesterday. Among other specific groups included in this phase, Phase 3 also includes Restaurant and
Hospitality (hotel) employees. This is good news. The Governor's office has told us there is no specific
documentation required to get a vaccine in Phase 3. They will take your word for it that you work in a
restaurant or hotel. Sign up at vaccinate.oklahoma.gov.

Please keep in mind that some local pharmacies, some local health departments, and other retailers like
Walmart and Sam's Club have separate sign-ups for vaccines.

Sharks and Ice Cream; COVID-19 and Restaurants
Statement from National Restaurant Association on CDC’s Association of State-Issued Mask Mandates and
Allowing On-Premises Restaurant Dining with County-Level COVID-19 Case and Death Growth Rates 

As vaccination rates continue to rise and indoor dining capacity in many states is increasing, it is critical that
diners have reliable information about the safety of restaurant dining. The report issued by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) today is more an ill-informed attack on the industry hardest-hit by the
pandemic than a reliable piece of scientific research. 

In its own publication, the CDC notes numerous flaws in the report. First, although research models did
control for mask mandates, restaurant and bar closures, stay-at-home orders, and gathering bans, the models
/did not/ control for other policies that might affect case and death rates, including other types of business
closures, physical distancing recommendations, policies issued by localities, and variances granted by states
to certain counties (some variances were not made publicly available). 

As a result, the observed phenomena could be attributable to myriad variables. 

Furthermore, correlation does not equal causation. For example, if a positive correlation between ice cream
sales and shark attacks is found, that would not mean that ice cream causes shark attacks. For restaurants,
customer behavior outside the venue remains the major contributing factor in COVID-19 transmission. 

Second, the CDC did not measure compliance with and enforcement of safe operating policies. We still do not
find evidence of a systemic spread of the coronavirus coming from restaurants who are effectively following 
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our COVID-19 Operating Guidance, encouraging guests and employees to wear masks, social distance, and
practice good hand hygiene. In effect, this lack of a direct correlation should be evidence that, when
restaurants apply effective mitigation efforts, the transmission risk is low when dining outside or inside. 

Finally, the analysis did not differentiate between indoor and outdoor dining, adequacy of ventilation, or
adherence to physical distancing and occupancy requirements. 

It is irresponsible to pin the spread of COVID-19 on a single industry. Restaurants have historically operated
with highly regulated safety protocols based on the FDA’s Food Code and have taken additional steps to meet
the safe operating guidelines required by CDC, FDA, OSHA, federal, state, and local officials during the
pandemic.

City Occupancy and Mask Mandates for restaurants and bars
Check out the latest city occupancy and mask mandates for Oklahoma restaurants and bars. The information
changes frequently. For the most current guidelines, we encourage you to check with your city. 

ORA Legal Resource Center
The ORA Legal Resource Center is free and available to all members. Business laws and regulations can
sometimes be very frustrating and challenging. Our legal teams are ready to assist members with any legal
issues that may arise, large or small.

Contact Jim Hopper at 800-375-8181 or email jim@okrestaurants.com for more info.

Share Your Video - Add Your Voice!
The NRA is assembling an advocacy video that illustrates what this industry has endured, why we are not
giving up, and what our outlook is. And we hope that you can play a starring role.

Take a couple of minutes and record a selfie video on what you and your restaurant have endured over the
past 11 months – and what the future looks like. Below are a few sample questions and a link to get started –
this is a time to be honest, candid, and unscripted. 

When restaurants were first shut down in March 2020, what was your reaction? 
What have the past 11 months have been like for you and your restaurant?
What challenges have you faced keeping your restaurant open during the pandemic?  
What has kept you going and keeps you motivated in 2021 to continue serving customers?

We can’t wait to add your voice for a powerful tribute to the industry that drives America.

RECORD YOUR VIDEO
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TulsaFest Goes Virtual

Calling all members to join us for an incredible educational experience on March 30 and 31 as we present a
virtual TulsaFest! This year's sessions are presented by Bill Fournet of The Persimmon Group. We're thrilled
to engage more members than before over two action-packed days at no cost. Treat yourself and your team
today to all of the sessions noted below. Click here for our event promotional video, or here to register or
discover more about the event!

March 30 • 2:00 - 3:30 pm
Welcome and Education Session I - "Lead for Tomorrow: How to Thrive in the Age of Disruption"

followed by 2021 ORA Key Club Partner Recognition

March 31 • 2:00 - 3:00 pm
Welcome and Education Session II -  "Why Managers Fail: How to Unleash Your Organization's Greatest

Asset"

March 31 • 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Education Session III - "I'm Toast: How To Avoid Burnout So We Don't Flame Out" 

followed by 2021 ORA Key Club Partner Recognition

REGISTER HERE

2021 ORA Golf Classic: April 26
How about a much needed day on the course with many of your restaurant industry friends? The Oklahoma
Restaurant Association will host the 2021 ORA Golf Classic on Monday, April 26 at the beautiful Quail Creek
Golf and Country Club in Oklahoma City. This will be the first tournament of the year on the newly renovated
course, and it promises to be another great ORA Golf Classic!

SIGN UP HERE

KEY CLUB PARTNERS
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