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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: March 1, 2021

COVID-19 Membership Update: March 1

Webinar: Restaurant Revitalization Fund (RRF), PPP Second Draw, and
ERTC: An Update on Restaurant Relief Efforts
Join the NRA on Thursday at 12 pm to discuss various relief efforts and programs that are available to
restaurant operators. As restaurants prepare for spring, the prospects for a Restaurant Revitalization Fund -
featuring $25 billion in grants envisioned by the RESTAURANTS Act - are heating up. While the Association
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has long championed the bipartisan $120 billion RESTAURANTS Act in its entirety, the current proposal
represents a key first step for restaurant relief in Congress. We’ll provide a timely update on the legislative
progress and what this Fund may look like when it is operated by the Biden Administration. 

Additionally, restaurants and hotels are the top industry accessing Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans
under Second Draw. We will discuss why that is and what headwinds some restaurants are nonetheless
experiencing with the program. Lastly, more restaurants are preparing to claim employee retention tax credits
(ERTC), as coordination with past and current PPP loans is now permitted. Learn more about expanded
ERTC and how it can help for both 2020 and 2021.

REGISTER HERE

2021 National Restaurant Association Show Cancelled
Winsight announced the cancellation of the 2021 National Restaurant Association Show due to the
unavailability of McCormick Place. The State of Illinois has placed an order in effect until early June limiting
gatherings to no more than 50 people. While this order could be modified prior to expiration, McCormick Place
has indicated their ability to reopen for large events is currently prohibited by the state regulation. They do not
anticipate changes prior to June that would allow an event of our size and scope to occur in May. 

We will miss being able to gather as one industry, and while it is not the outcome we hoped for, the safety of
the attendees, exhibitors, sponsors, vendor partners, and staff is paramount.

For reference, see press release from Winsight. Winsight will also be communicating with attendees and
exhibitors and working to secure 2022 commitments. 

"Raise the Wage Act of 2021" Ruled Ineligible to Be Included in the Budget
Reconciliation Bill
Last week, Senate parliamentarian Elizabeth MacDonough ruled that the "Raise the Wage Act of 2021" is
ineligible for inclusion into the budget reconciliation bill. 

In last week's senate hearing, Senate Budget Committee Chair Bernie Sanders (I-VT) held a hearing titled
"Should Taxpayers Subsidize Poverty Wages at Large Profitable Corporations?" Committee Republicans, and
their witnesses, spoke in opposition to the Raise the Wage Act. One of those witnesses was Carl Sobocinski,
a restaurant operator and member of the National Restaurant Association's Board of Directors. View the
testimony here.

Although it has been ruled ineligible for inclusion in this bill, it will remain on the short list of Democratic
priorities. In partnership with the National Restaurant Association, we will continue to apprise Senators and
Congress of our concerns with the elements included in the bill that would be harmful to the restaurant
industry, including the elimination of the tip credit and language that could challenge that practice of tip
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pooling, especially between back and front of house employees, and wage changes while the industry is
attempting to recover from the economic devastation of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Advocacy progress to that end is depicted in this article, written prior to MacDonough’s ruling. We will keep
you posted as we learn more.

TulsaFest Goes Virtual

Calling all members to join us for an incredible educational experience on March 30 and 31 as we present a
virtual TulsaFest! This year's sessions are presented by Bill Fournet of The Persimmon Group. We're thrilled
to engage more members than before over two action-packed days at no cost to members. Register yourself
and your team today for all of the sessions noted below. To register, or for more details on each session visit
ORA.

March 30 • 2:00 - 3:30 pm
Welcome and Education Session I - "Lead for Tomorrow: How to Thrive in the Age of Disruption"

followed by 2021 ORA Key Club Partner Recognition

March 31 • 2:00- 3:00 pm
Welcome and Education Session II -  "Why Managers Fail: How to Unleash Your Organization's Greatest

Asset"

March 31 - 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Education Session III - "I'm Toast: How To Avoid Burnout So We Don't Flame Out" 

followed by 2021 ORA Key Club Partner Recognition

REGISTER HERE

Share Your Video - Add Your Voice!
The NRA is assembling an advocacy video that illustrates what this industry has endured, why we are not
giving up, and what our outlook is. And we hope that you can play a starring role.

Take a couple of minutes and record a selfie video on what you and your restaurant have endured over the
past 11 months – and what the future looks like. Below are a few sample questions and a link to get started –
this is a time to be honest, candid, and unscripted. 

When restaurants were first shut down in March 2020, what was your reaction? 
What have the past 11 months have been like for you and your restaurant?
What challenges have you faced keeping your restaurant open during the pandemic?  
What has kept you going and keeps you motivated in 2021 to continue serving customers?

We can’t wait to add your voice for a powerful tribute to the industry that drives America.
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RECORD YOUR VIDEO

Governor Stitt Issues Executive Order on COVID-19
Governor Stitt recently issued a new order to help combat the COVID-19 virus. Read the order here. By
removing references to table spacing and clear dividers between tables and booths those restrictions for
restaurants have been lifted in this latest executive order. ORA has confirmed with the Governor's office that
capacity and spacing restrictions on restaurants have been lifted. If you operate in a jurisdiction that has other
restrictions in place you will need to continue to conduct business under those rules. View guidance for Tulsa,
Norman and Stillwater.
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