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COVID-19 Membership Update: October 2

Celebrate Oklahoma Restaurant Days Today & Saturday!
Today we have shared with you the proclamation Governor Stitt recently issued declaring
October 1-3, OKLAHOMA RESTAURANT DAYS. Please help us share this information
around the state by letting your customers know, sharing on your website and sharing it on
your social media platforms. As we all know, restaurants need support now more than
ever. So please help us get the word out to Eat, Drink LOKal with Oklahoma Restaurants
on October 1-3. 

Click here to view Governor J. Kevin Stitt's proclamation.

Attached is a media kit for you to view. We ask that you share these graphics, statistics
and any of the other attached content on your business pages as well as your own
personal profiles before and during October 1-3 to celebrate "Oklahoma Restaurant Days".
We must make it very clear that restaurants are still a safe place dine out and that we are
in this together and here to support our community. Please reach out to us if you have any
questions.

Hope Fading for an Economic Stimulus Deal
Today we received the following information about the latest "negotiations" in Congress
toward an economic stimulus package that would help our industry.
Current State of Play

Yesterday evening, Speaker Pelosi brought to the floor her “skinny” form of the HEROES
Act. The original measure was $3.4T… the reduced-scale bill was $2.2T. The measure
contained both the Blumenauer version of the RESTAURANTS Act, as well as a second
round of PPP, enhanced ERTC, and confirmation that business expenses paid with PPP
loans would be tax deductible. The measure passed 214-207, but is opposed by the White
House and has no hopes of movement in the Senate.

The White House prepared a counteroffer of $1.6T. Many Senate Republicans feel the
offer is too high, and state they have a ceiling of $1 trillion. Democrats appear to have a
floor of $2 trillion.

Both Sides Want a Deal
Clearly, the optics of returning home empty-handed is not good for Rs or Ds. UI benefits
have expired amidst an increase in unemployment filings, and airlines have begun to lay
off tens of thousands of workers now that their federal funding program has expired. There
is tremendous anxiety among vulnerable Republicans and Democrats that they have
nothing to show their constituents. The White House views a strong economy as central to
the President's re-election and definitely wants to see new stimulus dollars in the system.

But Policy Disputes Continue to Divide Washington
Even putting aside the topline spending level of the stimulus bill, there are a host of policy
issues that remain redlines for Rs and Ds. Dems are looking for child tax credits and
money for state/local governments… GOP is looking for COVID-19 liability protections for
business. Both parties have drawn pretty deep lines in the sand. Anxiety is not anywhere
close to a point where either party is going to concede their “bottom line” negotiating
position.
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Piecemeal Plans Still Unacceptable to Dems
The NRA position has been that a big-ticket agreement seemed unlikely to be reached,
thus we have urged a narrow bill focusing on a second-round of PPP adopted before
Congress leaves for the elections. Speaker Pelosi has held firm that there are an array of
national priorities, and they all need to be addressed comprehensively. House Republicans
tried unsuccessfully to use procedural tools to force a vote on a standalone bill authorizing
a second round of PPP.

No One Will Say It’s Over, But It Sure Looks Over
We suspect that no one will publicly say that a deal is dead through the elections. But the
House is now slated to send their members back home until the elections, with no
expectation they’ll be called back. The Senate is likely to stay in session for much of
October for activities related to judicial nominations and the Supreme Court vacancy. As of
this morning, the COVID-19 diagnosis of President Trump seems unlikely to affect this
process. Never say never, but Democrats will likely want to wait for expected gains in
Congress and move a bill next year.

Uncertain Fate for RESTAURANTS Act
There is clear momentum with House Democrats on the Blumenauer RESTAURANTS Act,
with less passion from the White House and congressional Republicans. We have spent a
significant amount of time educating people on the many restaurant business models that
are suffering but excluded under the House language. We will continue to improve any
legislative proposal affecting the industry to expand its scope.

There is also renewed interest in larger programs like the RESTART Act (a ~$400B
proposal of partially-forgivable loans) that could benefit our industry. We have embraced
the RESTART Act (as well as the Senate RESTAURANTS Act), and will continue to
pursue these, as well as expansion of the ERTC.

Tulsa Extends Mask Mandate
Yesterday Tulsa extended their mask mandate through January 31, 2021. You can view
the mandate by clicking here. 

Extended COVID-19 Furloughs, Layoffs and Other Concerns
Join us next week on October 6th at 2pm for a webinar regarding insights on the Worker
Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act and various state offshoots.Angelo
Amador of the Restaurant Law Center will host with guests from RLC Law Firm Partners
Jackson Lewis and Sheppard Mullin. Register here!

ServSafe: Food Safety Month
This year’s National Food Safety Month (NFSM) theme: Managing Risk: 30 Years of Food
Safety. Over the next 5 weeks, join the National Food Safety Month celebration by
engaging in weekly resources you can find here. Each week will cover a new theme:

Week 5 (9/28) COVID-19 Precautions

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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