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COVID-19 Membership Update: October 26

Serving Up Hope
CORE, Children of Restaurant Employees, is excited to announce the Serving Up Hope
Campaign during National Food and Beverage Employee Appreciation Week, this
November 9-15. This campaign will bring together the industry and the millions of guests
it serves, to take a moment to show our gratitude and share some hope with the essential
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workers who make America’s food and beverage operations the cornerstone of the
communities they serve. Click here for more info.

Free Training for Restaurants on Covid Related Issues
In cooperation with our partners at the NRA, free training is available to you to address
numerous issues for our industry as we navigate these challenges. We hope you will take
advantage of this opportunity.

ServSafe is providing four free courses on COVID-related restaurant issues, including
COVID-19 Precautions and Conflict De-escalation, Safe Operating Guidance, ServSafe
Delivery: COVID-19 Precautions, and ServSafe Takeout: COVID-19 Precautions. These
courses provide valuable resources for the entire industry. We are beginning to see an
increase in the number of COVID cases across the country, which will impact us both
personally and professionally. Please stay safe in the days and weeks ahead.

Tulsa County Business Reset Program
Although applications may be submitted, funding consideration is unfortunately on pause
until further notice. Please consider other TEDC loan programs if your business continues
to need financial assistance.

CDC’s Latest COVID-19 Guidance Complicates Contact Tracing
Procedures 
New COVID-19 contact tracing procedures released by the federal government have
expanded the category of individuals who are deemed to be in close contact with each
other – and will complicate the already difficult task faced by employers when trying to
maintain a safe workplace environment. The updated guidance now indicates that workers
should be considered to be at risk of contracting the virus if they were within six feet of an
infected individual for a total of 15 minutes even if the interactions that lead to a cumulative
total of 15 minutes were brief and spread out over that time. What should employers do?
Learn more.

The Oklahoma City Council Extends Help to Minority Owned Small
Businesses
Next week, the Alliance for Economic Development fo Oklahoma City will launch the
Minority Owned Business Recovery Program to provide grants up to $25,000 to help small
businesses with payroll, rent, retrofitting the business, purchasing sanitizing equipment or
other operational needs arising fromCOVID-19. The program also provides technical
assistance to help the business with accounting, bookkeeping, marketing, web
development and more.

The goals of the program are to provide short-term relief to businesses to help them
maintain payroll and sustain their operations. To qualify, the business must have a physical
headquarters within the city of Oklahoma City, be a for-profit business, have 25 or fewer
full-time equivalent employees and demonstrate lost revenue or increased operational
expenses caused by COVID-19. At least 51% of the business ownership must be one or
more of these minority groups: American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, Black, African
American, Hispanic, Latino, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. The program will launch
the week of Oct. 26 at www.okcsmallbizhelp.com with $2.75 million from the city’s CARES
Act funding. Click here to read more. 
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National Restaurant Association Shares Latest Economic Data on State
of the Industry
Restaurant industry sales continued to trend higher in September, albeit at the slowest
pace since the economy began to reopen from the lockdowns. Overall, the total shortfall in
restaurant and foodservice sales topped $200 billion during the first seven months of the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, average wholesale food prices rose just 0.5% between September 2019 and
September 2020, after they jumped 7.7% in the 12 months ending May 2020. Meanwhile,
growth in menu prices accelerated for the fifth consecutive month. Menu prices increased
3.8% in the 12 months ending September 2020, which represented the strongest 12-
month gain since 2009. Prices for limited-service meals and snacks jumped 5.5%, which
was nearly double the 2.8% increase in full service menu prices.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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