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Register for the ORA Expo • December 2-3, 2020
With the reopening of Oklahoma, restaurants are back in business and operators are
searching for the latest and greatest to help build their success. The ORA Expo at OK
State Fair Park in Oklahoma City is considered the best opportunity of the year for you to
connect with other professionals, as well as food manufacturers and various suppliers who
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are eager to show off their best in hospitality products and services.

It is also known as Oklahoma's largest industry trade show and the most important of the
year for foodservice and hospitality industry professionals, as it will offer exciting
educational sessions, demonstrations, and networking! Easy access, convenient parking,
and tons of ORA hospitality make this an event you don't want to miss! The ORA Expo is
presented in partnership with the Oklahoma Hotel & Lodging Association and the
Oklahoma Travel Industry Association.

For the health and safety of attendees and exhibitors, the ORA Expo Promise has been
carefully designed and will be enforced to provide numerous health and safety measures
for both attendees and exhibitors. Click here to view the Expo Promise.

Click these links or more information:
•Attend as a Buyer
•Attend as an Exhibitor
•Become an Expo Partner

Hirst Awards Employee Nominations
Despite the fact the Oklahoma Restaurant Association had to cancel the Hirst Hospitality
Awards Gala for 2020, we feel it is important to recognize the outstanding contributions of
employees even during this difficult time.

Therefore, we invite each ORA member restaurant to submit ONE outstanding employee
(one per restaurant property) to be recognized in our upcoming Hirst "Best of the Best"
celebration campaign to be released in November. Employee nominations must be
received no later than Wednesday, October 21, 2020 to be honored.

Additionally, all nominees will have the opportunity to have their name drawn for a cash
prize. Please submit your employee information on this form.

CDC Issues Update on How COVID-19 Spreads
Earlier this week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued updated
guidance to its How COVID-19 Spreads website, which includes information about the
potential for airborne spread of the virus. See here.

CDC Updated Guidance
The CDC continues to assert that people are more likely to become infected the longer
and closer they are to a person with COVID-19. The update acknowledges the existence
of some published reports showing limited, uncommon circumstances where people with
COVID-19 infected others who were more than 6 feet away or shortly after the positive
person left an area. In these instances, transmission occurred in poorly
ventilated/enclosed spaces that often involved activities that caused heavier breathing like
singing or exercise. After a technical review of the guidance, CDC’s recommendations
remain the same based on existing science. People can protect themselves from the virus
by staying at least 6 feet away from others, wearing a mask that covers their nose and
mouth, washing their hands frequently, cleaning touched surfaces often, and staying home
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when sick.

Restaurant Impact
The National Restaurant Association has been resolute in its approach, specifically that
COVID-19 spreads primarily person to person. The last paragraph in yesterday’s release
(which the media has ignored) is clear on this issue and the information the association
has received from CDC affirms that we continue to deliver solid guidance to our members.

Should you have any questions, please contact the National Restaurant Association: Larry
Lynch (llynch@restaurant.org) or Laura Abshire (labshire@restaurant.org). 

New Information On PPP Loan Forgiveness Under $50,000
Restaurants who received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans under $50,000 can
now access a new forgiveness application designed to simplify the forgiveness and loan
review process, as announced by the Small Business Administration (SBA) yesterday.
This “streamlined” PPP forgiveness form does not require businesses to show the
calculations used to determine their loan forgiveness amount. However, SBA may request
information and documents to review those calculations as part of its loan review process.

Important to note – this is not “automatic PPP loan forgiveness,” as borrowers are still
required to submit documentation to lenders on payroll costs, rent/lease payments, and
utilities. Additionally, there is a restriction for any otherwise eligible applicants if they have
affiliated businesses receiving PPP loans totaling $2 million or greater – we are following
up with SBA to ensure the “Affiliation Rules” are waived for restaurants and hotels as
outlined in earlier PPP guidance (p. 2).

Three attachments include:
1. The new PPP loan forgiveness form.
2. Instructions for the new form.
3. The SBA rules on the new forgiveness procedures for PPP loans under $50,000.

For background, the SBA reports that there are approximately 3.57 million outstanding
PPP loans of $50,000 or less, totaling approximately $62 billion of the $525 billion in PPP
loans. The NRA will provide updates as we collect more information, thank you for your
partnership!

Additional Information on PPP Loan Forgiveness
Restaurants who received funding from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) may
soon learn if their loans have been forgiven. The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) began processing applications for forgiveness on Friday, with some lenders already
being forwarded funds to cover loans to restaurants and other small businesses under the
$670 billion program, according to a spokesman.

Many restaurants who received funds have been awaiting word on whether their loans will
essentially be treated as outright grants, with no need to repay the aid. Otherwise,
borrowers will be charged 1% interest and expected to repay the principle, which could run
as high as $10 million. Loans granted before June 5 carry a two-year term. Loans
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extended afterward, during the second flight of PPP funding, have a 5-year window.
Repayment is deferred for six months.

Some restaurant filers say they reached out to their lenders for a sense of the forgiveness
timeframe, only to learn that the financial institutions had not yet been informed of the
schedule by the SBA or its parent agency.

The PPP, the major form of assistance extended to small businesses by the federal
government, was conceived as a way of helping small-enterprise employers like
restaurants keep their staffs on the payroll as the pandemic shut down the economy. To
have their loans forgiven, recipients were initially required to spend up to 75% of the funds
on employee compensation, and to use the money within eight weeks. Under heavy
lobbying by the National Restaurant Association and other industry groups, Congress
expanded the use time to 24 weeks, and dropped the payroll requirement to 60%,
meaning 40% of the funds could be used for rent or operating expenses.

The program proved an essential lifeline for restaurants. Nearly 50,000 restaurants
received loans of at least $150,000, according to an analysis by Restaurant Business. The
identities of operations receiving less than that amount were not revealed.

The money was intended for small businesses. But eight of the restaurant recipients rank
among the Top 100 chains as ranked by systemwide sales. About a third of the brands
ranking within the Top 500 were listed on SBA records as recipients.

All told, restaurants and hotels received 8% of the funds lent by the SBA under the PPP, or
about $41 billion in total. Four other industries received a larger aggregate amount.

The average amount provided across all PPP loans was $105,000, according to the SBA.
In total, $517 billion was extended via 4.9 million loans, leaving about $135 billion in
funding unused.

Another PPP? 
The start of the forgiveness approval process comes as the fate of the PPP remains in
question. A bill passed by the House of Representatives would allocate additional funds to
restart the program, which stopped accepting applications on Aug. 8. But the measure hit
a brick wall in the Senate.

In a continued "roller coaster" of a week, President Trump announced this afternoon that
he directed his negotiating team to increase the offer from the Administration to $1.8 billion
from their earlier offer of $1.6 billion in economic relief. This is in contrast to the previously
passed House bill providing $2.2 billion in relief for the economy. It was reported this
afternoon that Speaker Pelosi will continue talks with Secretary Mnuchin to try to reach
agreement. However, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said this morning he was
doubtful any relief would be passed prior to the elections on November 3rd. He stated he
did not think there was time to pass a bill prior to the election. Things change so rapidly
during these on-going negotiations, it is becoming difficult to keep track of the offers on the
table. As these negotiations continue to develop, the ORA will keep you advised as best
we can.

Some supporters of a re-up have favored a refunding of the PPP through a separate and
less-controversial bill that Congress might be willing to pass before recessing for the
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election.

Your Website ADA Compliant?
Websites that are inaccessible to users who are vision- or hearing-impaired violate Title III
of the ADA. Your best bet for avoiding a lawsuit is to make sure your website is in
compliance. Attorneys at Fisher & Phillips put together guidance specific to restaurants,
which you can access here.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
Now that great fall weather has returned, you may want to reconsider the option of
expanding outdoor dining opportunities to increase your ability to serve customers who
may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space
City of Edmond Streatery Program

The ABLE Commission has confirmed their commitment to work with restaurants who
have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining
and will help them with a temporary expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the
service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Interested in NRA Archived Webinars?
Click here.  
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